
EXPLORER takes on
the Ultimate Expedition
When eight celebrities attempted to climb a mountain in Peru,     
reliable connectivity for the television production crew following 
the action was a top priority…

Related Products: EXPLORER 5075GX, EXPLORER 3075 www.cobham.com/satcom

Airing for the first time in January 2018 on YouTube Red, 
Ultimate Expedition is a 10-episode reality-adventure 
show from Rabbit Films that saw eight celebrities set out 
to summit Mount Tocllaraju, a 20,000-ft snow-capped 
peak in the Peruvian Andes. For these rookies and an 
expert team of Finnish guides, safety was the number 
one priority, but with a base camp at 14,000-ft, which at 
times was home to 80 people, securing reliable commu-
nication was paramount for the producers.

High stakes
It’s certainly a unique concept. Ultimate Expedition Peru 
rounded-up an unlikely crew of celebrities, including come-
dians, athletes, reality stars, and the legendary Steve-O 
(Jackass), for a trek to conquer a snow-capped mountain in 
Peru. And while all famous for wildly different reasons, the 
team had one thing in common – they had never climbed a 
mountain before

The stakes were high. Ultimate Expedition Peru Host, Rabbit 
Films USA President and stunt-group Dudesons leader Jukka 
Hildén explained during the team’s acclimatisation in the 
10,000-feet above sea level city of Huarez, “It’s a matter 
of safety. Safety is number one.” This was before going on 
to say that sadly, “eight climbers lost their lives summiting 
Mount Tocllaraju,” in the months preceding their arrival. 

The risk made this reality very real for cast and crew. But as 
well as a solution for safety and welfare 

communication, the producers needed a way to stay in 
contact with the studio back in Los Angeles and to trans-
mit sample footage from base camp. So, they approached 
global solutions provider Network Innovations, who deliv-
ered the Inmarsat Global Xpress service providing a robust 
service through Cobham SATCOM’s portable, dynamic 
EXPLORER 3075GX   antenna.

“There is no internet at 14,000 feet in Peru, so we needed 
a trustworthy solution to our dilemma,” said Ultimate 
Expedition Peru Satellite Engineer, Darryl Trimm. “After 
searching for higher speed connections via satellite there 
were only two companies that had the combination of 
satellite service and terminals to fit the bill. We selected 
Network Innovations because they were able to provide 
unlimited data on Global Xpress for the duration of the trip 
along with an EXPLORER terminal, which was built to with-
stand the extreme conditions we would face.”

4k footage
The production team took 120 four-terabyte hard drives to 
store all the footage they took during filming. Sending this 
amount of data via satellite was clearly not possible, so the 
crew went old school, and physically sent the drives back 
daily to Huaraz by mule, before jetting them off to the stu-
dio in LA. However, it was vital that the studio team could 
get an idea of progress and the developing story before the 
tapes came in days later, so Rabbit Films needed at least 
4Mbps on uplink in order to send 4K video samples they 
collected daily.

“The satellite dish and terminal worked great. Typical 
upload speeds were around 4 MB with 2 MB on the down-
link, though occasionally we were able to get over 4MB 
when sending footage home,” said Darryl, adding that “In 
terms of providing Internet access in general,

bandwidth was challenging for our large group of users but 
we were able to overcome this by using password control 
on our router, so that the bandwidth could be shared effec-
tively.”  
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Easy operation
While the climbers would face treacherous conditions 
on their way to the summit of Mount Tocllaraju, crossing 
glaciers and navigating deep crevices, not to mention an 
almost vertical wall of ice at the peak, surrounded by half-
mile sheer drops, perhaps the biggest danger for everyone 
involved in Ultimate Expedition was altitude sickness. At 
10,000-ft, every breath has one-third less oxygen. The 
higher you go the harder it is to breath.

Altitude sickness affected the entire team and production 
crew at some point during the expedition, including Darryl 
and co-executive producer Brian Tenke. Heikki Karinen, the 
expedition’s Finnish doctor – himself an Everest veteran 
– sent Brian back to Huarez after five days, while Darryl’s 
health continued to be of concern. Six days later, the doctor 
decided that Darryl should return to Huarez also. 

With Darryl holding responsibility for many things, 
importantly base camp communications, managing the 
system had to be delegated. 

“I spent my last day up there training two of the digital 
techs how to set-up, breakdown, point and troubleshoot 
the EXPLORER terminal while I could hardly breathe. I also 
had such a sore throat I could barely talk by the time I 
walked back down the 9-mile trail with one of our Peruvian 
guides and six donkeys. It was really tough getting down, 
but I made it,” explains Darryl. “The guys I trained on the 
EXPLORER did really well and were able to operate the 
system easily.”

The customer
The Rabbit Story began when the Dudesons founded the company in 2001 in order to present their amazing stunts 
and pranks on television. The Dudesons are a group of lifelong friends and they had a dream of doing exactly what 
they wanted to do in their life, without restrictions – even though other people might think it impossible.

Today, Rabbit Films is at the top of Finnish independent production companies, dominating the Finnish prime 
time television, having won several Emmy’s at the Finnish awards, Format Finlandia, European Pitch and Tubecon. 
Internationally Rabbit Films shows have aired in over 200 territories and according to an article in the prestigious 
Forbes magazine, the company has made it “big stateside”.

The solution
Developed and delivered by Network Innovations, a global leader in satellite communication solutions, Inmarsat’s 
Global Xpress service combined with Cobham SATCOM’s EXPLORER antenna created a dedicated connection between 
crew/cast in Peru with studio teams in Los Angeles.  With Darryl’s extensive experience working in the media/
broadcast industry, he was well aware of Network Innovation’s expertise and capabilities developing cost-efficient 
and reliable solutions allowing teams to focus on their task at hand.  

“I knew the EXPLORER 3075GX was a good fit,” says John Stoltz VP Global Media for Network Innovations. “It’s rugged 
and durable, ideal for the teams as they crossed intense, mountainous terrain.  Global Xpress allowed for good 
bandwidth with little power draw being Ka-band and the weekly events service pricing would fit within their filming, 
operating budget.” 

“
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“The guys I trained on the 
EXPLORER did really well 
and were able to operate 

the system easily.”

 -Darryl Trimm
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